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‘We hold that education has certain long-term goals, that it has a general point or purpose, which can be  

definitely, though generally stated. The goals are twofold, different from each other, but by no means  
incompatible.  

They are, first, to enlarge a child's knowledge, experience and imaginative  understanding, and thus his/her 
awareness of moral values and capacity for enjoyment. And secondly, to enable him/her to enter the world 

after formal education is over as an active participant in society and a responsible contributor to it, capable of 
achieving as much independence as possible.’ 

 
                                                                           (Warnock. p.5, 1978) 

 
                I think we in education have a particular responsibility to bring renewel to that conversation, to do what  

we can to include within it the voices of the silent  or unheard in this country…..  
(Maxine Greene, p 56, 1995) 



The University of Cambridge Primary School is the first primary University Training School in the UK.  We are 
committed to exemplary teaching and learning for children. In our approach to learning we aim to be creative, 
bold, free thinking and rigorous. The academic achievement of our children will be underpinned by a commit-
ment to values and developing compassionate citizens of the future. 

The school endeavours to put into practice what matters to children and is also an innovative, research           

informed professional learning community for all educators. We believe that every child has the right to 

achieve their full potential . We have high aspiration and expectations for all children, especially those with 

special educational needs.  

In this booklet you will find out how we identify children with 

Special Educational Needs (SEND) and the provision that we 

will provide to help meet their needs.  

We have a dedicated Inclusion Team internally and externally. 

Our Special Educational Needs Coordinator is Kat Bates Other 

members of the Inclusion Team are  Jessica Smith and Aimee 

Durning.   

If you have any questions about SEND do not hesitate to come 

into school and arrange a meeting with one of the team.  



What are special educational needs? 

The definition of special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) is taken from section 20 of the Children 

and Families Act 2014. A child or young person has SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which 

calls for special educational provision to be made for them. A child of compulsory school age or a young 

person has a learning difficulty or disability if they: a) Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than 

the majority of others the same age; or b) Have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making 

use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools 

or mainstream post-16 institutions. A child under compulsory school age has special educational needs if 

they fall within the definition at (a) or (b) above or would do so if special educational provision was not 

made for them.  The four main areas of SEND: as detailed in the Code of Practice (2014 p.86) are: 

Sensory and/or 

Physical 

Communication 

and  

Interaction 

Communication & Interaction 

       This includes children with speech, language 
and communication needs (SLCN) and those 
who are  on the autistic  spectrum (ASC). 

Cognition  

and  

Learning 

Cognition & Learning 

       This includes children who demonstrate features 
of moderate, severe or profound learning diffi-
culties' or specific learning difficulties such as dys-
lexia, dyscalculia and dyspraxia. 

Social,  

Emotional  

and Mental 

Health 

Social, Emotional & Mental Health 

       This includes children who may be withdrawn or isolated, 
displaying disruptive or disturbing behaviour and       
underlying mental health difficulties e.g anxiety,         
depression. Other children may have hyperactivity,    
concentration difficulties or attachment issues.  

Sensory and/or Physical 

       This includes children with sensory impairments, 
visual impairments, visual impairments, hearing  
impairments or multi-sensory impairments and 
physical difficulties which may require ongoing 
support and specialist equipment.  



Do disabled children have special educational needs? 
 
The Equality Act (2010) states that a disability is: 
 
       ‘…… a physical or mental impairment which has a long term and sustainable adverse effect on their  
ability to  carry out ‘normal’ day to day activities.’ 
 
This definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or hearing and long term health  
conditions. Children with a disability that impacts on their learning and therefore requires special  
educational  provision will also be covered by this SEND definition. 

 

Who can I contact to discuss my child’s difficulties with learning, special                 
educational needs or disability?  
 

In the first instance please ask to have an appointment with your child’s class teacher. The class teacher will 
provide you with a form to complete to state your worries and concerns. The class teacher may invite a  
member of the inclusion team to the scheduled meeting.  
If you are concerned your child may have educational special needs, such as autism, the Inclusion Team will 
advise and provide information about the pathway for an assessment made by a medical professional and 
SEND services  
 
 



What kinds of SEN do we provide for? 
We adapt our provision to meet the needs of the 

children in our school. We are committed to 

providing first quality teaching so that all children 

make good progress in their learning, whatever 

their starting point.  

In addition, we currently provide for children with 

the following special educational needs: 

 Physical Impairments 

 Visual Impairments 

 Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD)               

e.g Dyslexia, Dyscalculia 

 Autism  

 Social, Emotional and Mental Health            

Difficulties 

 Mild to Moderate Learning difficulties 

 Speech, Language and Communication      

Difficulties 

 Global Developmental Difficulties 

 

What does the school have in place to 
identify children with SENs? 

The University of Cambridge Primary School follows a 

graduated approach to identifying SEN. More  infor-

mation can be found in our SEND policy or the NASEN 

mini guide SEN Support and the Graduated Approach.  

https://nasen.org.uk/uploads/assets/7f6a967f-adc3-4ea9-

8668320016bc5595/SENsupportpress.pdf  

Children with SEND are identified in a variety of 

different ways, including the following: 

 Liaising with pre-schools and/or previous 

schools 

 Concerns raised by a member of the team 

 Concerns raised by Parent/Carer 

 Teacher/Learning Coach  (TA) observations 

 Rigorous tracking of pupil progress & develop-

ment 

 Individual assessments in school or by external 

professionals. Such as educational psycholo-

gists, specialist teaching team, speech and lan-

guage therapists, occupational therapists and 

paediatricians.    

https://nasen.org.uk/uploads/assets/7f6a967f-adc3-4ea9-8668320016bc5595/SENsupportpress.pdf
https://nasen.org.uk/uploads/assets/7f6a967f-adc3-4ea9-8668320016bc5595/SENsupportpress.pdf


How will school let me know if my child has Special Educational Needs? 
You are the person who knows your child best and we value working in partnership with you. We strongly 
believe that a partnership approach with parents/carers is the best way to support a child’s learning and 
needs.  
 
 Your child’s class teacher may contact you, during the school year, to discuss the progress of your child in 
a specific area. 
 The class teacher may also talk to you about any issues during our twice yearly Learning Conversations. 
 
The SENDCo, a member of the Inclusion Team or a one of the Senior Leadership Team may contact you 
regarding concerns about your child’s learning.  

 

What support is available for my child? 

Support is adapted to meet the individual needs of the children at the University of Cambridge Primary School. 
Here are some examples of what we currently have in place.  

Communication & Interaction 

 Specialist advice from the Speech & Language Therapist (when applicable) 

 Speech and Language Programmes 

 Visual Timetables/Timelines/Now & Next 

 Makaton  (Foundation Stage) 

 Oracy expectations Physical & Sensory 

 Support from the Occupational Thera-
py Service (when applicable) 

 Dedicated Learning Coach delivering 
programmes, such as The Fizzy pro-
gramme and individual programs.  

 Sensory Circuits 

 Specialist PE staff, providing a broad 
range of PE activities such as Dance 
Lessons 

 Write from the Start programme 

 Pencil grips & Triangular Pencils 

 Sensory toys 

 Sensory room 

 RNBI Bookshare 



What support is available for my 
child? (Continued) 

Cognition & Learning 
 Technology, including access to ipads with 

programmes Clicker8, Nessy and Touch    

Typing 

 Explicit approach to Learning- Meta-

Cognition, Self-Regulation and Habits of 

Mind 

 Oracy and Dialogue Rich Classrooms 

 Working Memory Support 

 Specifically designed curriculum to support 

retention of knowledge 

 Teaching which supports multi-sensory 

learning 

 Text Rich curriculum and Reading for      

Pleasure Culture 

 Additional resources in class and shared via 

the blog, such as as:  phonics mats, word 

banks, personalised dictionaries, Numicon 

and mathematical manipulatives. 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health 

(Trauma Informed & Attachment Aware) 
 Mr Jackson’s Breakfast Club 

 Blob Trees 

 Meta-Cognition, Self-Regulation & Habits of 

Mind 

 Opportunities for children to voice their wor-

ries either in class or through the worry box 

 Holistic approach to each child 

 Nature for Nurture Group 

 Support for families from the Inclusion Team 



How will the University of Cambridge Primary School know that the additional 
support my child as received has made a difference to their learning and how 
am I and my child included in this review? 
        
In collaboration between you, your child and the Inclusion Team/SENDCo a Pupil Passport may be  
created. Pupil Passports follow an Assess-Plan-Do-Review model where we ASSESS your child’s strengths 
and barriers to learning in the four areas of SEND. This allows us to PLAN and set smart targets that we 
will agree on and which you want your child and your child wants to achieve based on their area of  
improvement. We then look at what we need to DO to achieve this and what provision needs to be in 
place. During the next term we will meet again to REVIEW the progress made and start the cycle again 
by assessing what we need to do next.  
 
 Weekly your child’s progress will be monitored through learning observation and assessments that 

help us to inform the review process of their pupil passport 
 For some children working below the National Curriculum Levels they will be assessed using 

Branch maps.  https://eyfs.info/articles.html/teaching-and-learning/cherry-garden-branch-maps-a-different-

approach-to-assessment-for-children-with-additional-needs-r270/  
 Some children will have their own personal Tapestry account where the UCPS team can upload 

videos of progress as it happens in school. Parents are able to access Tapestry and view the con-
tent.  

 Your child will have sometime during the week to reflect on their learning and the strategies they 
have used. 

 Where children have not made adequate progress the Inclusion Team may decide to ask for more    
specialist help from external agencies, if not already involved 

 You and your child will be kept informed and encouraged to be actively involved in all stages of 
this plan. 

 As a parent, we welcome your support and feedback. You can, at any time, arrange a suitable ap-
pointment to speak to the Inclusion Team regarding your child’s progress.  

Cherry Gardens Branch Maps Assessment Example 

Pupil Passport Example 

https://eyfs.info/articles.html/teaching-and-learning/cherry-garden-branch-maps-a-different-approach-to-assessment-for-children-with-additional-needs-r270/
https://eyfs.info/articles.html/teaching-and-learning/cherry-garden-branch-maps-a-different-approach-to-assessment-for-children-with-additional-needs-r270/


What is an EHCP? 

For children that require a very high level of on-
going support UCPS will apply for an Educational 
Health and Care Plan (EHC Plan).  

This is a legal document which describes a child’s 
or young person’s special educational needs, the 
support they need, and the outcomes they would 
like to achieve.  

When successful, it can provide support for a 
child or young person in education up to the age 
of 25.  

How does the University of Cambridge Primary 
School support children with medical conditions?  

Children at UCPS with medical needs are fully supported so they 
have ful access to education, and enjoy the same  opportunities 
as any other child.  

Where children have physical or medical needs, the school will 
work collaboratively with parents, carers, healthcare profession-
als, community nursing team and/or the attendance officer, and 
where necessary will create an individual Health Care Plan to 
ensure the child’s needs are met.  

If you have any concerns regarding support for your child’s med-
ical needs please contact the Inclusion Team.  

sendco@universityprimaryschool.org.uk 

The Inclusion Team 

(from right to left) 

 

Ms Kat Bates SENDCO 

Ms Jess Smith  

Ms Aimee Durning 



What are the arrangements for            
supporting children and young people 
who are looked after by the                      
Local Authority and have SEN?  
UCPS is trauma informed & attachment aware. 

 Over a third of looked after children have an identi-

fied special educational need. The University of Cam-

bridge recognises that for looked after children, 

many of whom may have difficult circumstances to 

overcome, it is imperative that their needs are quick-

ly and efficiently assessed and provided for so that 

the effects of any instability on their education is re-

duced to a minimum. At UCPS we liaise closely with 

the relevant professionals, listen to both the child’s 

and their carer’s wishes and support the Local Au-

thority in implementing a Personal Education Plan 

(PEP) with focused outcomes as part of the child’s 

care plan. The wellbeing and progress of the child are 

closely monitored and reported back during PEP 

meetings to inform future outcomes and support. 

We also acknowledge the positive impact regular 

contact between school and carers can have for 

looked after children. At UCPS we believe it is im-

portant to have high aspirations for all children in-

cluding looked after children and those with special 

educational needs.  

The Designated Teacher for Looked  After Children is 

Ms Kat Bates.  

 What is  The University of Cambridge Pri-
mary School’s approach to teaching chil-
dren with SEND? 

 At UCPS we want to prepare children, challenge  
 stereotypes, embrace the diversity of families, cul-
tures, faiths and beliefs, understand and open possi-
bilities of neuro-diversity, empower vulnerable chil-
dren and their families and in so doing create trans-
formative communities. We aim always to recruit 
with a  diversities mind-set. Therefore, we do not 
want children to be labelled and be defined by the 
limitations that labelling can bring.  For example, we 
would not say a child is down syndrome but that a 
child has down syndrome.  The child always comes 
first.  

  
We want to create opportunities in which children will 
surprise us.  This means we must work with children 
to develop their independence and nurture their abil-
ity to engage meaningfully in life. 

 

Our curriculum offer is broad and balanced and 
taught with an explicit and repetitive approach, to 
enhance the retention of knowledge and skills for all 
children. We provide quality first teaching with a bal-
ance of experiences, visual models, worked examples 
and lots of opportunities to support learning ensuring 
success for all children.  

 

The UCPS Inclusion Team ensures that educators are 
aware of children’s individual needs and advises and 
supports them to provide the necessary resources 
and tools that enable all children to access their 
learning.  

      



      

 How does UCPS ensure that Teachers and Learning Coaches have the expertise and 
training to support my child’s special educational need or disability?  

 

It is a team effort at the University of Cambridge Primary School to educate your child. Your child will be sup-
ported by the class teacher and may be supported by a minimum of two Learning Coaches throughout the day. 
We decided to change the name of our supporting adults from Teaching Assistants to Learning Coaches. The 
Learning Coach Team receives annual professional development which enables them to coach your child to their 
full potential. Furthermore, our Learning Coaches receive additional professional development via our Unlocking 
Research Twilight Sessions, ranging from ADHD to Speech and Language development.  

UCPS has a research informed* Learning Coach deployment strategy which fosters a sense of independence and 
identify for your child. We strive to find ways of disassembling barriers to learning and peer friendships.  

*http://maximisingtas.co.uk/  

     How does UCPS evaluate the effectiveness of the provision made for each child with a 
Special Educational Need or Disability?  

       The UCPS team map the provision for children in each class using all available data, including  EHCPs, specialist 
teacher provision etc. This provision is reviewed every term. This allows the team and senior leaders to not only 
monitor the progress of the children but also evaluate how effective the provision was overall and make any 
necessary changes going forward.  

 

http://maximisingtas.co.uk/


What are the arrangements for handling 
complaints from parents and children with 
SEND about the provision made at the 
school?  

 UCPS works, wherever possible, in partnership with  
parents to ensure a collaborative approach to meeting 
their child’s needs. If a parent or carer has any concerns 
regarding the care or welfare of their child, they should 
in the first instance talk with the class teacher. If the 
issue is not resolved they should arrange to meet with 
the Key Stage Assistant Head. If still unsatisfied with the 
outcome an appointment can be made by yourself by 
speaking to the Director of Business Ms Amy White who 
will be able to offer advice on formal procedures for 
complaint if necessary. All complaints are taken serious-
ly and are heard through UCPS’s complaints  policy and 
procedure. 

What is the local offer and where can I find 
it?  

 The Children and Families Act (March 2014) requires 
Local Authorities to. “Publish a local offer, setting out in 
one place information about provision they expect to be 
available for children and young people in their area 
who have special educational needs”. https://

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local
-offer/about-cambridgeshire-s-local-offer  

Where else can I get advice and support 
for my child?  

  SEND Partnership Service: 

 The Parent Partnership Service providing Cambridge-
shire's SEND Information, Advice and Support Service 
(SENDIASS) offers impartial and confidential infor-
mation, advice and support to parents and carers who 
have a child or young person with special educational 
needs (SEN) or a disability or have concerns that their 
child has special educational needs. They also offer 
impartial and confidential information, advice and sup-
port to young people and children with special educa-
tional needs (SEN) or a disability or who have concerns 
they may have special educational needs.     
pps@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer/about-cambridgeshire-s-local-offer
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer/about-cambridgeshire-s-local-offer
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer/about-cambridgeshire-s-local-offer
mailto:pps@cambridgeshire.gov.uk


How will The University of Cambridge Primary School support the happiness and 

wellbeing of my child and what measures are taken to prevent bullying? 

We believe the School has a key role in promoting children’s positive wellbeing. UCPS has developed a 

range of strategies and approaches including:  

        Peer Led Activities  

 

 Peer mediation and peer mentoring.  

 Lego Society 

 MineCraft Club 

 

       Transition Programmes 

•         Transition Programme to secondary      

 schools. (Developing) 

 Topic focus - Healthy minds; healthy bod-

ies.  

 New Child Buddy Programme for all new 

children to UCPS. Particular attention to 

the child’s spoken language and culture to 

help limit the feelings of isolation through 

not understanding.  

       Whole Class 

 Worry Box - children have the opportunity to 

write down any worries or concerns which 

will be confidential reviewed by the Inclusion 

Team.  

 Wellbeing week – whole school focus on do-

ing things which make us feel good 

 Display area in school for information about 

school wellbeing, positive mental health and 

where to go for help and support.  

 Through PSHE (Citizenship and Ethics and 

P4T) we teach the knowledge and social and 

emotional skills that will help children to be 

more resilient, understand about mental 

health and be less affected by the stigma of 

mental health problems.  

 

Compassionate Citizens Awards 

 •  children nominate their peers based positive   

 work, behaviour or a kind gesture.  

Citizenship and Ethics and P4C 

 •         Health and Wellbeing; keeping safe,    growing     

 and changing, healthy lifestyles.  

 Relationships; feelings and emotions, valuing 

difference, positive healthy relationships, ac-

ceptable and unacceptable physical contact, 

growing and changing, difference and similari-

ties, others feelings, stereotypes, discrimina-

tion, teasing and bullying.  

 British Values and Living in the Wider World; 

looking after the local environment, where 

money comes from and how to use it, re-

specting the needs of others, groups and 

communities we belong to, human rights, anti

-social behaviour, cultural practices, British 

Law and human rights.  



 Understanding Neurodiversity: A Guide to Specific Learning Differences  

https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/resources.understanding-neurodiversity-a-guide-to-specific-learning-differences-2nd-
edition.html  

SEND Code of Practice 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25  

SEND Service 0-25 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer/local-offer-identifying-special-educational-
needs-and-disabilities-0-25/send-service-0-25  

Cambridge Clubs and Groups 

file:///C:/Users/ADurning/Downloads/Cambridge_Clubs_&_Groups_Booklet_July_2013%20(1).pdf  

 ‘Life is a well of deep waters. One can come to it with small buckets and draw only a little water, or one can 

come with large vessels, drawing plentiful waters that will nourish and sustain. While one is young is the time 

to investigate, to experiment with everything. The school should help its young people to discover their voca-

tions and responsibilities, and not merely cram their minds with facts and technical knowledge; it should be 

the soil in which they can grow without fear, happily and integrally. To educate a child is to help him to under-

stand freedom and integration. To have freedom there must be order, which virtue alone can give; and inte-

gration can take place only when there is great simplicity. From innumerable complexities we must grow to 

simplicity; we must become simple in our inward life and in our outward needs.’          

                                                                                                                                          (Krishnamurti, 1953) 

https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/resources.understanding-neurodiversity-a-guide-to-specific-learning-differences-2nd-edition.html
https://www.sendgateway.org.uk/resources.understanding-neurodiversity-a-guide-to-specific-learning-differences-2nd-edition.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer/local-offer-identifying-special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-0-25/send-service-0-25
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer/local-offer-identifying-special-educational-needs-and-disabilities-0-25/send-service-0-25
Cambridge_Clubs_&_Groups_Booklet_July_2013%20(1).pdf


UCPS Learning Coaches 

Traditionally in schools adults who support in the classroom are called Teaching Assistants, we have         

decided at UCPS to change the title to Learning Coaches (LCs). We believe that learning opportunities are in 

every aspect of the school day. Learning coaches at UCPS not only support and scaffold children’s learning-

but also guide and coach them during the school day. This approach encourages optimum independence, 

develops habits of mind and self-regulation as well as metacognitive skills. Therefore, one to one support is 

only in place when stated in an EHCP. We hope for our children to be as independent as possible. Further-

more, we do not want our learning coaches to become a barrier to peer friendships or the class teacher. All 

children will experience first quality teaching alongside their peers. 

 

Our practice is influenced by the research of Webster et al., (2016) Maximising the Impact of Teaching As-

sistants. Therefore, Learning Coaches have several roles: in class support or in the learning street (working 

with individuals, small or larger groups and whole class supervision) and during the school day assisting dur-

ing break times and lunchtime.  

 

All children are encouraged to learn courageously with adults intervening only when needed,  coaching the 

learner to find a way to progress in their learning, during those moments of challenge. All our Learning 

Coaches are working with an expert coach,  Jo Castro, who has designed a professional development pro-

gramme suited to our school, our values and vision.  



     What other agencies does The University of Cambridge Primary School work 
with to meet the special educational needs of the children and also support 
families of these children?  



The University of Cambridge Primary School 

Eddington Avenue  

Cambridge  

CB3 0QZ 

01223 792440 


